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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

IN CHARGE OP 

LAVINIA L. DOCK, R.N. 

It has long been known that the nurses of Holland are justifiably 
dissatisfied with their conditions of work, pay, and, most of all, profes- 
sional training, which is nowhere what they wish it to be. The chapter 
on Holland written by Miss Van Lanschot Hubrecht for A History of 
Nursing is a graphic and deeply interesting account of the efforts made 
to improve these conditions. 

During the past winter the Dutch nurses' journal, Nosokomos (the 
name, also, of their association), has reflected difficulties so very different 
from ours at home, that I hardly ventured to rely on my imperfect 
powers of translating the Dutch language to describe the situation. 
Now, however, an account of it received in a letter from Miss Hubrecht 
tells the series of events, which are important to us as affecting one of 
the national branches of the International Council of Nurses, and 
interesting as showing to how great an extent the lives and fortunes of 
nurses in Europe are affected by the general political situation of their 
countries. 

Miss Hubrecht writes: 

Last winter I resigned as president of Nosokomos, not as a member of the 
board, however, in order to give all my time to suffrage work. At that time a 
wish was arising among the members of the board, myself excepted, to join the 
federation of Social Democratic trade unions. I was opposed, certainly not 
because of want of democratic understanding on my part, neither from a lack of 
sympathy with the struggle of the working people, but because I am of the opinion 
that all nurses, Conservatives, Liberals, and Social-Democrats, must be members 
of one and their own association, as, by joining a federation of trade unions of 
a certain political faith, many would be excluded. Besides that, Nosokomos has 
to contend in the first place for a better training and in the second place for better 
salaries and shorter working hours, whereas trade unions must only fight for the 
last two things. 

Last November a committee for revising the salaries of the functionaries 
attached to the universities (in libraries, laboratories, etc.) including the nurses 
of the hospitals attached to those universities, was appointed by the government. 
Nosokomos was consulted as to its wishes by this committee and also by an associ- 
ation of government officials (clerks, nurses, etc. ) which has joined the federation 
of trade unions above mentioned. 

At a meeting of the Board of Nosokomos in December we resolved to ask for 
a conference with delegates of the association of government officials (which for 
brevity will be called the A. G. O.) and the Male Nurses League in order to decide 
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on a uniform program for salaries, working hours, etc., for the nurses in those 
hospitals. 

Three members of our board were chosen as delegates. I was not one of them. 
The male nurses then refused to take part in our conference; the A. G. O. agreed 
to do so, but only on condition that this temporary cooperation should be con- 
sidered as the first step toward a union of Nosokomos with the A. G. 0. Noso- 
komos would thus become a sub-division of the A. G. O. Without consulting the 
members of our association, the board accepted this condition at a meeting later 
at which I, being ill, was not present. 

A few days later the daily papers had a paragraph communicated to them by 
the united boards of Nosokomos and the A. G. O. stating that these two boards 
had resolved to coSperate in the special case of this committee of inquiry, but 
that also they agreed in holding that as the final result of this cooperation, the 
two bodies should unite into one. A few days later our journal, Nosokomos, 
confirmed this news, and righteous indignation was excited in many nurses over 
this proceeding of the board. Three well known nurses conferred with the board 
to point out to them that they had exceeded their constitutional powers in thus 
acting without consulting the members and to ask them to recall their public 
statements. They refused to do this, and insisted on their power to do as they 
had done. I, therefore, resigned from the board, and with the other three, pub- 
lished a call to our members in which we explained our disapproval of the board's 
proceedings, and asked for the signatures to a demand for a general meeting. 
This call to the nurses was the beginning of a painful controversy which lasted 
until March 10, when the meeting took place. At this meeting strong resolutions 
of disapproval of the board's action were carried by a majority, but, though 
almost any other board would resign under such censure, this one refuses to 
resign. 

Consequently I resigned as editor of our journal, any other course being im- 
possible. . . . Nosokomos was like my own child, and now it is taking such 
a wrong direction, big salaries and short hours being placed first, and training only 
coming second. A number of nurses wanted me to start a new society but in our 
small country there are already too many different associations of nurses. 

From the point of view of our International Society this probably 
means the temporary loss of Holland nurses. It should be explained 
here, again, that the International Council of Nurses only includes in 
its membership national groups which are self-governing, as our Socie- 
ties of Nurses are here at home. It does not pretend nor try to include 
all nurses or groups of nurses, nor even wish to do so, because, abroad, 
the majority of nurses in European countries are under the organized 
control of hospitals, or administrations, or associations of laity, in which 
they have little or no voice as to their own professional standards. 

The International Council is radical, or feministe, or what one likes 
to call it, enough to wish to help and encourage those revolutionary 
nurses who wish to be "free" of outside control after their training 
has been completed, and consequently in every country its member- 
ship consists of those advanced groups under the leadership of pro- 
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gressive women of vision, and only of those. So strictly has this aim 
been followed that even the Australian Nurses' Association has been 
held off as a full member because it includes medical men as members 
and officers. Certainly in a country where every woman possesses the 
ballot there should be no prejudice against medical members, but it 
was felt that it would not be easy to draw the line and show the differ- 
ence, and, just as certainly, in Europe no nurses' association could admit 
medical men without being completely dominated by them. From 
the point of view of the Dutch nurses' own interests we feel it to be a 
great mistake that they have thus made. Whatever political party 
they may join, composed of voting men and disfranchised women, 
they will certainly be used by it as a pawn and will lose their organized 
identity. Nurses are peculiarly liable to exploitation, — it is hard to 
say just why, one may think it out for one's self. 

Doubtless the day will come when they will perceive their error. 
It can be repaired then, and they can return to their own separate 
constitution. Cooperation and friendly affiliation with all, but no merger 
with any other body, is our standard. 



The Missouri State Board for the Examination and Registration of 
Nurses will hold the next State Board Examination as follows: In St. 
Louis at the Planters Hotel, Tuesday and Wednesday, June 19 and 20; 
In Kansas City at the Coates House, Thursday and Friday, June 21 
and 22. 

Mart E. S. Mobbow, R.N. 



